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DETAILED ACTION 
EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Renato L. Smith on 8/16/07. 
The application has been amended as follows: 

In the Claims: 

Claim 55 (delete the content of previous claim & replace with the following): 

-- A gaming device comprising: 
a display device; 
an input device; 
. a memory device; and 
a processor operatively coupled to the display device, the input device, and the 
memory device, the processor being programmed to: 

(a) cause the display device to display a plurality of reels, each one of 
the reels displaying a plurality of symbols including a first symbol 
and a second symbol, 

(b) receive a wager, 

(c) cause the display device to display the reels moving, 

(d) cause the display device to display the reels stopped so as to 
cause the stopped reels to display a plurality of combinations of the 
symbols, 
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(e) receive a player input from the input device, the player input being 
associated with a movement of the first symbol displayed on one of 
the stopped reels, the movement occurring relative to at least said 
stopped reel, 

(f) cause the display device to display a third symbol other than the 
first symbol, the second symbol or any one of the other symbols of 
the reels; 

(g) cause the display device to display the movement of the first 
symbol; 

(h) cause the display device to display an interaction between the first 
symbol and the third symbol, the interaction being affected by the 
player input; 

(i) select the second symbol based, at least in part, on the interaction, 
thereby changing the second symbol so as to change at least one 
of the combinations of symbols to a different one of the 
combinations of symbols, 

(j) evaluate the different combination of symbols, and 
(k) determine whether a payout is due based, at least in part, on the 
evaluation. - 

Claim 61 (delete the content of previous claim & replace with the following): 

-- A gaming system comprising: 
at least one processor; and 

at least one data storage device operatively coupled to the processor, the data 
storage device storing a plurality of instructions which are executable to: 

(a) cause a plurality of reels to be displayed, each one of the reels 
displaying a plurality of symbols including a first symbol and a 
second symbol, 

(b) receive a wager, 
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(c) cause the reels to be displayed as moving, 

(d) cause the reels to be displayed as stopped so as to cause the 
stopped reels to display a plurality of combinations of the symbols, 

(e) receive a player input from the input device, the player input being 
associated with a movement of the first symbol displayed on one of 
the stopped reels, the movement occurring relative to at least said 
stopped reel, 

(f) cause a third symbol to be displayed, the third symbol being other 
than the first symbol, the second symbol or any one of the other 
symbols of the reels, 

(g) cause the movement of the first symbol to be displayed, 

(h) cause an interaction to be displayed, the interaction occurring 
between the first symbol and the third symbol, the interaction being 
affected by the player input, 

(i) select the second symbol based, at least in part, on the interaction, 
thereby changing the second symbol so as to change at least one 
of the combinations of symbols to a different one of the 
combinations of symbols, 

(j) evaluate the different combination of symbols, and 
(k) determine whether a payout is due based, at least in part, on the 
evaluation. 

Claim 67 (delete the content of previous claim & replace with the following): 

-- A method of a gaming device comprising: 

causing a plurality of reels to be displayed, wherein each one of the reels 
displays a plurality of symbols including a first symbol and a second symbol; 
receiving a wager; 
displaying the reels moving; 

displaying the reels as stopped so as to cause the stopped reels to display a 
plurality of combinations of the symbols; 
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receiving a player input from the input device, wherein the player input is 
associated with a movement of the first symbol displayed on one of the stopped reels, 
wherein the movement occurs relative to at least said stopped reel; 

displaying a third symbol other than the first symbol, the second symbol or any 
one of the other symbols of the reels; 

displaying the movement of the first symbol; 

displaying an interaction between the first symbol and the third symbol, wherein 
the interaction is affected by the player input; 

selecting the second symbol based, at least in part, on the interaction, thereby 
changing the second symbol so as to change at least one of the combinations of 
symbols to a different one of the combinations of symbols; 

evaluating the different combination of symbols; and 

determining whether a payout is due based, at least in part, on the evaluation. - 

Claims 58, 60, 64, 66, 70, & 72 are canceled. 

Allowance 

Claims 55-57, 59, 61-63, 65, 67-69, and 71 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tramar Harper whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
6177. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am - 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pezziito can be reached on (571) 272-6996. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 09/971,993 



Page 6 



Art Unit: 3714 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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